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Guess Paper – 2010

Class – XII

Subject – English Core (301)

Section A: Reading                                                                                  

1. Read the passage given below and then answer the questions that follow: 
1. The paints used in Indian homes come with a deadly health cost. Most of the popular                                       brands of paints contain high quantities of lead, a toxin especially dangerous for children -- says a latest study done by Centre for Science and Environment (CSE). Over 2008 and 2009, CSE’s Pollution Monitoring Laboratory tested these brands for their lead content. It found 72 per cent of the samples had lead much higher than the voluntary limit specified by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). There is no mandatory standard for lead levels in paints in the country.
2. Says Sunita Narain, director, CSE: “Every moment, we are building a stock of unwanted, toxic chemicals in our bodies. Lead from our house paints is one of them. It’s deadly because it can lower children’s IQ.” 

3. The study covered five of the six major companies in the organised sector, which control 75 per cent of the household paints market . Lead was found in 23 of the 25 samples tested. Seventy-two per cent of the samples – 18 samples -- contained lead much higher than the 1,000 ppm limit specified by the BIS. Based on this study, when CSE wrote asking companies for their plans to remove lead from paints, Asian Paints and Nerolac responded saying they were in the process of change. In 2009, CSE tested to confirm what had been done – taking samples from each of the five major companies.
4. Doctors refer to lead as the ‘silent epidemic’. The human body cannot process and excrete lead. Sustained and large exposure can cause serious damage. Children are especially susceptible. Lead can damage their still developing central nervous systems and brains, leading to a child performing poorly in exams or having short attention spans. Adults exposed to lead poisoning may find it difficult to concentrate or remember things, and feel pain in muscles and joints. Even extremely low levels of lead can impair foetal development

5. It is easy to get exposed to lead. One can pick it up by touching paint on walls and other surfaces, inhaling exhaust fumes from a vehicle, or while walking on leaded paint chips, says the CSE study. 

6. The US Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry has declared lead level in blood exceeding 10 microgramme per decilitre as unsafe -- studies indicate that over 60 per cent of children in India may have more than this level in their blood. And paints are a key source.

7. It is not just paints we need to worry about. “Our households are at risk because we do not know what chemicals are in the products that we use,” points out Narain, explaining that more and more products containing toxic chemicals are in the market. For instance, detergents and cleaners have chemicals which could be toxic and banned in different countries.

  .
 8. “In India, we only have environmental regulations on the production – effluent standards – but not on the products that we use. The scheme for eco-labelling of detergents, started in the early 1990s, also voluntary, has completely failed, with not one product labelling ingredients or complying with its specifications. We urgently need environmental product standards in the country before our health is even more at risk because of chemicals in our households.” Says bhushan, associate director CSE
1.1 Answer the following questions:

a. What has been revealed as per the latest study done by CSE ?                                 2                  
b. How is lead dangerous for children?                                                                         2 
c. What action was immediately taken by CSE? What response did it get?                 2 

d. In what ways can one get exposed to lead?                                                               1 
e. How does Lead affects the adults?                                                                            1 

f. What caused the failure for scheme of eco-labelling of detergents in India?           1 
1.2 Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:                                    3
a. binding (para 1)

b. easy to be influenced (para 4)

c. in accordance with (para 8)
2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : 
   That obesity among today’s teenagers is a growing problem is well-known. However, news that syndrome X or metabolic dysfunction among school children is on the increase is a matter of concern since it means the early onset of conditions like diabetes, hypertension, coronary heart disease, polycystic ovarian syndrome and other metabolic derangements. A recent study in five cities (Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Allahabad and Pune) by Fortis Hospital, Delhi, in the age group 14-18 reveals that one in four Indian children are overweight and likely to have syndrome X. The study concludes that factors such as increase in abdominal fat, insulin resistance, hypertension and obesity are all on the upswing and this will result in an explosion of diseases like diabetes, infertility and heart disease in people even when they are in their 20s.

Syndrome X is defined as a combination of medical disorders that increase the risk of developing cardiovascular diseases and diabetes leading to premature death. The risk factors that develop because of syndrome X include: insulin resistance, obesity (especially abdominal obesity), high blood pressure and abnormalities in lipid levels and blood-clotting. Says Anoop Misra, director and head,  department of diabetes and metabolic diseases, Fortis Hospitals: “In children it is very difficult to identify bio-medical features of these diseases. However, abdominal obesity is a good way of assessing the risk for up to 80 per cent of the children. We found that this was more common in girls as they are more sedentary. Insulin resistance was found in 36 per cent of the girls and 24 per cent of the boys. These children are at the risk of developing serious health conditions in their early 20s and 30s.” The Fortis study was carried out this year and included children from government and private schools. 

Also a member of the WHO expert group on childhood obesity, Misra identifies the rise of syndrome X in Asian children. In a paper on metabolic syndrome in children in India, Misra notes, “Metabolic syndrome in children assumes significant importance in view of the current epidemic of childhood obesity. South Asian children are highly predisposed to develop insulin resistance, metabolic syndrome and its components when compared with Caucasian children and need more aggressive prevention and management. The emphasis should be on therapeutic lifestyle changes incorporating moderate physical activity and dietary modifications.”

Expressing concern over obesity, the government for the first time has officially reduced the ideal Body Mass Index (BMI) for Indians from 25 kg/m2— the global standard—to 23 kg/m2. The ministry of health made this the official cutoff after fears of India becoming the global diabetes capital by 2050. Those with a BMI of 25 kg/m2 will be clinically termed obese as opposed to 30 kg/m2 at the international level. The government’s note on obesity also recognises that for every 10 kilogram above the normal body weight, life expectancy of a person reduces by three years.

Nearly 22 million children under the age of five are estimated to be overweight across the world. And in India we need to urgently address the burgeoning syndrome X problem. If not, younger generations will run the risk of leading lives crippled by various medical complications and their equally malignant socio-economic repercussions.

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using headings 
      And  sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations, wherever necessary                    5

(b) Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words using the notes made and also 

      Suggest a suitable title.                                                                                                  3
SECTION B : ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS
3. You want to sell your Computer. Draft a suitable advertisement in not more than 50
    words to be inserted in the classified columns of a reputed English daily giving all 

    necessary details. You are Dhananjay, 215, P.P. Apartments, Bangalore
OR
    You are Sajal Agarwal, a social activist. You are much concerned about the spread of 

     the pandemic called Swine flu in the country. Prepare a poster educating the people 
    about the pandemic – its cause and the precautionary measures need to be taken.        5
4. Your school celebrated World environment day in which a number of programmes 
     including the plantation of trees, guest lectures on environment, motivational plays

     etc were organized. Write a report in 100-125 words for your school magazine. You

     are Sukumar /Sukanya, secretary of Eco club of your school.

OR

     You are a staff reporter of ‘The Hindu’ , Bangalore. You have to write a report on the

     accident in which a school  bus  fell into a river in mangalore killing 11 students. 
     Write the report in 125-150 words.

5.  You are Avinash / Archana, resident of 50 Bank Enclave, Delhi. Your city is going to
     host Commonwealth games in the month of October in which participants from more
      than 70 nations are expected to participate. You have recently read a report   

     regarding the lack of proper infrastructure and security measures in the city. You are 

     appalled by the report .Write a letter to the Editor of the newspaper expressing your 

     concern and suggesting some measures required to be taken in order to prepare the

     city for the games.

OR

     You are Kapil / Kavita, 13, Lajpat nagar, Agra. Read the advertisement given below 

     and write a letter to the advertiser, applying for the job. Also give your detailed 

     resume which you would send along with your letter of application.

BHARATIYA PUBLIC SCHOOL

62, Kamla Nagar, Agra

      Wanted   Accounts teacher

      Qualification : M.Com 

      Experience : Minimum 3 years in a reputed school

      Desirable : Knowledge of Computers and Fluency in English

      Apply to the Principal

6.  You are Kamal / Kamolika, a social activist., much concerned about the booming 
      crime against women, may it be eve-teasing, domestic violence or others. Write

     an article in 150-200 words throwing light on this problem and giving suggestions 

     on putting an end to it.

OR

     There has been a recent upsurge in the Coaching institutes all over India. Do you 
     think that coaching classes are necessary for a student go score well in exams? 

     Write an article in 150-200 words. You are Amit/Amrita, a student of class XII 

     Of  Jawahar Public School.

SECTION C  :  TEXT BOOKS
7 (a) Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :

        When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie
        Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.
        The tigers in the panel that she made
        Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.
       (i)  What does aunt’s ‘terrified hands’ symbolize?                                                      1
        (ii) Explain : ‘ringed with ordeals’                                                                               1

        (iii) Of what colour are the tigers? How is their future contrasted with that of aunt? 2  

OR

          Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, and the map a bad example
          With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal--
           For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes
           From fog to endless night?
         (i)   Why is Shakespeare ‘wicked”?                                                                           1

         (ii)  Why is map a bad example?                                                                                1

         (iii) How does ships and sun and love tempts them to steal?                                     1

         (iv) What future does the slum children hold for themselves?                                   1

     (b) Answer any three of the following questions in 30-40 words each:                3x2 =6
          (i)  Why does the poet compare her mother’s face  to ‘pale winter moon”?
          (ii)  Explain: ‘grandeur of the dooms we have imagined for the mighty dead”?
          (iii) According to Pablo neruda, what will the people responsible for wars do, 

                 if everybody would keep quiet?

           (iv) Who are the greedy good-doers and beneficient beasts of prey?
 8. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:                                         5x2=10

      (a)  What are Saul Bellow’s views on interview?

      (b)  What misadventure happened with Douglas in the swimming pool?

      (c )  What views  people at Gemini studios had about Communists?

      (d)   Why did the Rat-trap peddler sign himself as Captain Von-stahle?
       (e)  “We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with” How does M.Hamel

             Goes on blaming the parents as well as himself?

 9. Answer the following question in 125-150 words:                                                       10

      Gandhi’s loyalty was not to abstractions but to living, human beings. How 
      is this idea shown in the story ‘The Indigo”?

OR
     How have tradition and poverty been responsible in exploitation of the lives

       Of poor children such as Saheb,  Mukesh and Savita ? Write the answer with

      Suitable  illustrations from the story ‘The Lost Spring.”

10. Answer the following questions in 125-150 words :                                                    7

      What dilemma was faced by Sadao hoki? What decision does he finally takes and

      How does he carry it out?

OR

       What moral questions are raised by the story ‘Should Wizard hit mommy’?

11. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:                                      4x2 =8

     (a) What is ‘Students on ice’? Why was the programme successful?

     (b) Describe the ‘ring episode’ in the story ‘The Tiger king’?

     (c ) How was a couple of pints of blood brought in Evan’ 

Contributed by:  shailesh srivastava
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