Sample Paper – 2009

Class – X

Subject – English

COMMUNICATIVE ENGLISH                                                                                           

Time allowed: 3 hrs




  Maximum Marks:100
General Instructions:

The paper is divided into four sections: A, B, C and D. 

Section. A  - Reading. ( 20 marks)

Section B.  – Writing   ( 30 marks)

Section C. – Grammar  (20 marks)

Section D –  Literature  ( 30 marks)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

All sections are compulsory.

1. Attempt  all questions

2. Do not write anything in the question paper

3. Answer the questions in each section before going on to the next section

4. All the answers must be correctly  numbered  as in the question paper and written in the answer sheet provided to you.

5. Pleas adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION –A (Reading) 20 marks

A.1. Dennis Waitley – The Motivational Speaker

The veteran best-selling author and motivational speaker Dennis Waitley has been in the business of inspiring others for about 40 years . He is one of America's most respected authors and keynote lecturers and productivity consultant on high performance human achievement . With over 10 million audio programs sold in fourteen languages , Dennis is one  of the most listened-to voices on personal and career success. He's the author of fifteen non-fiction books which includes several international bestsellers .

Dennis has studied and counselled winners in every field from Apollo astronauts to Superbowl champions , from sales achievers to government leaders and youth groups During the eighties he served as chairman of Psychology on the U.S. Olympic Committee Sports Medicine Council , responsible for performance enhancement of all U.S. athletes .

Dennis says,"It has been a wonderful journey and I'm not trying to stop .I think that my children, grandchildren , great grandchildren keep me going , and I keep re- inventing myself ".

My daughter  told me that they thought that they had to work a little hard to  be successful , and interestingly both of them have become doctors in psychology . I hope I am learning and becoming a part of the future rather than rehashing information .Of course there are some basics truths that have to be rehashed again and again . I should not say ' rehashing ' ,we are explaining them in a language that is relevant to today's situation .

I travelled a great deal to China and India to see what the newest developing nations are going through to become successful . I think, the challenge for me is to continue to plant shade trees under which I wouldn't sit . So people are asked why don't you retire, but I like to learn and teach . The more I teach , the more I learn , it really is what keeps me going .

I always wondered why some people are angry and sad all the time and why some people are happy . At first I thought that maybe they were born that way. Certainly personality plays a part in it. I was raised during the 'Depression' at the beginning of the Second World War and my grandmother was the dominant influence in my life . She and I planted a ' Victory Garden' and grew our own food. She told me that what was on the seed package, those pictures , would come up if we planted those seeds and then she told me the same thing would happen in my life if I cultivated it . She told me to model my life on worthy people . The hunger in me to be better and to be something led me to understand that the best way to do that would be to help other people .

Earl Nightingale was one of our early twentieth century motivational speakers and philosophers . He coined the term' the strangest secret '. It postulates that we become what we think about most of the time. He became my mentor and he guided me to a record my thoughts because that's what he did.. He told me ' as you do all your work , don't believe that you are a world changer, know  that you are just a seed  planter and that you are not changing lives .

A.1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the questions given below(10 marks)

1. A motivational speaker is …………………………………………….

2. Examples from the first and second paragraphs to show that Dennis was a great success are:

a.

b.

c.

3. The journey that Dennis talks about is …………………………………………

4. Dennis does not agree to use the word ' rehash' because……………………,,,,

5. What did Dennis' " Victory Garden" consist of ?

6. What kind of people did Dennis try to emulate ?

7. Dennis was ' hungry ' for something . What was it ?

8. Earl Nightingale's " The strangest secret " meant ………………………………

A.1.2. Find words from the passage which mean the following :(2 marks)

1. Advice –

2. Improvement –

3. Gloomy –

4. Role model –

A.2. Read the poem and answer the questions that follow it [ 8 marks]

Nurses song 

When the voice of children are heard on the green 

And laughing is heard on the hill 

My heart is at rest within my breast 

And everything else is still .

' Then come home , my children,the sun is gone down

And the dews  of night arise ;

Come, come leave off play , and let us away 

Tell the morning appears in the skies '

' No , no, let us play it is yet day,

And we cannot go to sleep;

Besides, in the sky the little birds fly 

And the hills are covered with sheep.'

'Well, well, go and play till the light fades away 

And then go home to bed '

The little ones leaped and shouted and laughed,

And all the hills echoed.'

A 2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions [ 4 marks] 

The nurse feels that a heart is interest because ………………………………………

She calls the children to come back, because ………………………………………….

The children try to convince the nurse that it is yet daily by saying that ……………..

And that the …………………………………………………………………………….

A 2.2 Given below are lines from the poem with some words missing . Complete the paragraph using suitable words . [ 4 marks]

Come ,………………………………. and let us away. Till the morning appears in the skies. No , no …………………………………………………………..   play . for it is ……………………………….  day. And we ………………………..   sleep . besides , in the sky the little birds fly .

Section B (Writing) 30 marks

B.1. Cynthia Jones of #2 .Phase I ,Islington Town ,Mumbai is concerned about the rising prices of necessary commodities. She decides to write a letter to the editor of 'The Hindustan Times' Gandhi Road. Mumbai, to draw the attention of the concerned parties on the problems arising to do this. She has made some notes for his letter . Using the notes and your own ideas write the letter in not more than  150 words [ 10 marks] 

	Notes : a rise in the price of essential commodities – vegetables ----soaps –books --- everyday living --- middle class –thefts .


B.2. Loretta Adams is the Head girl of Modern Concept Public School. Cochin .Kerala. She has asked her teacher to give her a report on her abilities and achievements . Here are the grades scored by Loretta in the exams. Based on the grades ,complete the report given below. Do not add any additional information. [ 5 marks]

	Language 1                    B.                                   Leadership                      A 

Language 2                    B                                    Application                     A

Mathematics                  A+                                   Team work                    A

Science                           A                                     Turnout                         A 

Social sciences               A

Computer science           A+

Art                                  A+

Music                              A+

Physical Education         B


Loretta is a very bright girl who shows great application and diligence in class . Her  special ……………………………………………………….. computer science where ………………………………. this year . She should, however,………………………. the languages …………………….  and is able to work in harmony…………………. Always neatly turned out Loretta is a pleasure to have in class .

B.3. Montana has the conversation given below with her mother's friend Charlie . since she was going out immediately afterwards , he left a message for his mother . Read the conversation and write out the message in not more than 40 words. [ 5 marks] 

Charlie: hello ! this is Charlie speaking. May I speak to Janet ?

Montana : I am afraid she's not at home.

Charlie    : When is she likely to come back ?

Montana : Not before six in the evening. could I give a message?

Charlie :  yes , could you tell her that I have been able to make the appointment with the editor of magazine ' the Child's Universe'. we have to be her at 10:00 AM tomorrow. Since Janet does not know the place I will come and pick up at 9.30. She should bring the man Scripps she wants to show the editor .

B.4. You are a Career Counselor . You have to make a speech on ' How to choose a career' in your school assembly . based on the notes written in your diary and the ideas from the unit '  Education" write your speech in not more than 200 words . [ 10 marks] 

	It is not enough to know the fields in which it is available on the kinds of training or qualities required . it is more important to know yourself ----search inwards, identify your strengths and talents and design your own opportunities . collect information, o organize it, set standards , clarify goals. Through self – exploration arrive at the magic of discovering what you are capable of becoming .




Section C. (Grammar) 20 marks

The following paragraph has not been edited . There is one mistake in each line. Underlying each error and write your connection along with the word that precedes and follows it . [ 5 marks]

Scientists, those Kill – Joys, tell us when we cannot cook                     a …………..

popcorn with our mobile phones .Something of  the heat                      b. …………..

 needed being 220° centigrade and unless  phones emitted that             c…………..

much microwave energy , the water in our fingers will heat                  d…………..

up everytime we made the call and our ears would burn.                       e…………..

Just because you thought mobile phones had crossed the final frontier, f. …………..

comes this dampener. Though  I suspect it is a temporary setback .       g…………..

 Soon we can be able to cook popcorn , make ice cream and                  h…………..

on special days even feeding an army using a mobile phone .                 i. …………..

Mobile phones can do the impossible for us .Won't it?                            j…………..

C.2. In the following paragraph one word has been omitted from each line. Mark the place where you think a word has been omitted with a '/'. Write the omitted word along with the word that precedes and follows it . Underline your  answer . [ 4 marks]

The excitement of entering  new millennium is still fresh                         a…………..

in our minds. Many of us  lived in the seventies and                                 b. …………..

eighties and nineties ,were briefly confronted by  famous                         c…………..

Y2K problem which seemingly threatened to  mankind                            d…………..

back to the stone age , passed off as a damp squib. There                         e………….. 

remains an unresolved issue, however . What  we call this                        f…………..

decade ? One option  was seriously suggested in the Usenet                     g………..

forum 'alt. usage.english ' was rather odd- sounding ' oughts'                    h……….

One form of 'nought'.

C.3 Here is a conversation between Loretta and her friend Philip.Complete the passage below by reporting the conversation. (5 marks)

Loretta: Philip how are you? It's been a long time since I've seen you?

Philip:    I was away on a tour to Singapore.

Loretta: Oh! That's fanatastic! How long was it?

Philip : Two weeks.

Loretta: Was it on business?

Philip: Yes,it was.I had some free time to visit my friends too.

Loretta asked …………………………………………………………

 Philip replied that ……………………………………………………

Loretta exclaimed that that was fantastic and wanted……………………

Philip replied that it was for two weeks and Loretta wanted to know ……………………………Philip replied that ……………………..

C.4.look at the words and phrases below.Rearrange tham to form meaningful sentences to complete the passage that follows.(4 marks)

of/animals/with/concerned/large/children's books/proportion/is/a/

A large proportion of children's books is concerned with animals.

a)themes/timeless/such/this/because/are/is/

b)stories/a/all/have been/animal/favorite/groups/with/age/

c)young/very/humanized/the/stories/animal/like/

d)children/prefer/animal/but/life/stories/to/true/older/

C.5. Here is a dialogue that took place between a receptionist at a hotel and a visitor Complete the dialogue in any suitable way. (2 marks)

Receptionist: Yes, how can I be of use to you, sir?

Visitor  :         I would like ……………………………………………..

                       Can I …………………………………………………….. right now?

Receptionist    I don't think so. He is…………………………………………..

Visitor :         When ………………………………

Receptionist : Perhaps, not before2 p.m. Can I make an appointment fore you at 3.30        

                        p.m?

Section – D ( Literature)  30 marks

D.1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:(4 marks)

Ten hours

Of steady rain had driven him

To crawl beneath a sack of rice.

Parting with his poison – flash

Of diabolic tail in the dark room.

a)Who is 'him' in the above lines? (`1 mark)

b) Where was 'he ' hiding? (1 mark)

c) What was the result of 'his' coming into the poet's house? (2 marks)

D.2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:(4 marks Water,water, everywhere

And all the boards did shrink

Water, water everywhere

Nor any drop to drink

a) Name the poem and the poet. (1 mark)

b) Who was affected by thirst and why? (2 marks)

c) What is trhe figure of speech used in these lines.(1 mark)

D.3. Answer the following in about 100words (5 marks)

"Mark Anthony was a better orator than Brutus" – Justify this statement.

D.4. Scoorge's transformation is the central idea of the play 'A Christmas Carol'. Do you agree? Give reasons.Write your answer in 75-100 words (5 marks)

D.5. Do you think "The Ultimate Safari" is an appropriate title – Give reasons. Write your answer in 75 words (4 marks)

D.6 .The postmaster decides to write a letter to his daughter because he has not heard from her.Write the postmaster's letter in 150 – 175 words (8 marks)


