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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Attempt all questions. 

2. Do not write anything on the question paper.

3. All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer 

    sheet provided  to you.

4. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section.

5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.

6. Strictly adhere to word limit given with each question.  Marks will be deducted for exceeding the 

     word limit. 

Supersized America

   Aptly enough, the official selected to handle the 700-billion-dollar bailout for America, Neel Kashkari, is of Indian origin. In a way India - along with the rest of the World-has been an accomplice, willing or otherwise, in the process that has led to the financial earthquake which, with America as its epicenter, has sent seismic shock waves around the world, and will continue to do so for months, if not years, to come.

   It wasn't Wall Street greed - the huge pay packets, bonuses and other sumptuary perks of 'fat cat' bankers and speculators – that has brought about the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s. Wall Street - and the sub-prime loans it generated was only the trigger or the proximate cause. The final, or karmic, cause of the crash was US gluttony, an excess of consumption which the rest of the world, India included, willy-nilly subsidised. 

   Long before Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae became the stuff of urban night- mares, America had been super- stuffing itself. Morgan Spurlock's 2004 documentary film, 'Super Size Me', is an allegory of the -economics – and the consequences - of gluttony. The title of the film refers to the American practice of 'super-sizing' fast-food items by adopting a pricing policy which induces customers to opt for larger portions. For a 30-day period the 32-year- old film-maker subsisted on a diet of three McDonald's meals a day, 'super-sized' only at the initiative of the vendors. The result: in a month, Spurlock had put on 11.1 kg, developed high blood pressure, psychological disorders and liver problems. It took him 14 months of rigorous detoxification to come back to normal. 

Spurlock's cautionary tale is a parable about America's chronic, insatiable appetite for not just fast food, but for everything, from gas-guzzling cars to climate-controlled condominiums. The statistics have become an environmentalist's litany: with 5 per cent of the world's j population, the US consumes 2.4 percent of the world's energy; an average American consumes as much energy as 13 Chinese, or 31 Indians, or 128 Bangladeshis, or 370 Ethiopians.

America's total calorie intake is 815 billion calories a day, which nutritionists say is some 200 billion in excess of requirement, sufficient to feed 80 million people. Moreover, each day, Americans throw away 2,00,000 tons of  edible food. If developing countries wanted to live like this, four new Earth-sized planets would have to be created to provide the necessary resources.

And the best part is that it's not America which has been picking up the tab for its prodigal, supersized lifestyle, but the rest of the world. On the tried-and-tested principle that if you owe your bank a hundred bucks  you're a defaulter, but if you owe it a couple of million you're its most valued customer, the US has been blithely living on credit for years, funded by trade deficits and foreign investments. In 2007, the total US trade deficit (ie. the amount by which imports exceeded exports) was a little over 700 billion dollars (does that figure have a topical ring to it?). Of the 4.4 trillion dollars worth of US treasury bonds (basically IOUs issued by America's Federal Reserve Bank) more than 25 percent are held  by foreign countries, China alone accounting for 414 billion dollars. If all these IOUs were to be called in, not just the US but the whole global economy would implode. At the risk of its own bankruptcy, the world can't afford to let America go bust.

Like a supersized Humpty  Dumpty, America has fallen off the wall, or rather, off Wall Street. Will all the world's resources and all the world's banks be able to put Humpty Dumpty together again? That's the 4.4-trillion-dollar question for all of us, and not just for the US. 






Jug Suraiya

Q1 I Answer the following questions:

(a) What kind of earthquake is being spoken in the passage? 


(1)

(b) What are the main reasons behind the economic crisis? 



(1)

(c) How has America being super – stuffing itself? 




(2)

(d) What was Morgas spurlock trying to bring forth through his documentary ‘Super size Me?(2)

(e) What principle is the world following instead of giving up it’s practice totally?  (2)

II Find the words from the passage which mean the same: 
(4)

(a) The act of eating too much and being greedy (para 2)

(b) Beliefs that actions in this life affect all your future lines (para 2)

(c) A long list of things, that you have to often heard and are repeated (para 4)

(d) Something done casually, without serious or careful thought. (para 6)

   Q2 Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
(8)

I was overwhelmed with gratuitous advice.  Well-meaning yet ignorant friends thrust their opinions into unwilling  ears. The majority of them said I could not do without meat in the cold climate.  I would catch consumption. 

Mr.  Z went to England and caught it on account of his foolhardiness.  Others said I might do without flesh but without wine I could not move.  I would be numbed with cold.  One went so far as to advise me to take eight  bottles of whisky, for I should want them after leaving Aden.  Another wanted me to smoke, for his friend was  obliged to smoke in England.  Even medical men, those who had been to England, told the same tale.  But as I  wanted to come at any price,  I replied that I would try my best to avoid all these things, but if they were found to  be absolutely necessary I did not know what I should do.  I may here mention that m y aversion to meat was not  so strong then as it is now.  I was even betrayed into taking meat about six or seven times at the period when I allowed my friends to think for me.  But in the steamer my ideas began to change.  I thought I should not take meat on any account.  My mother before consenting to my departure exacted a promise from me not to take meat.  

So, I was bound not to take it, if only for the sake of the promise.  The fellow passengers in the steamer began to advise us (the friend who was with me and myself) to try it.

Q1 Fill in the blanks appropriately using only the information given in the passage.  Write your answers in the  answer the sheets against the correct blank number: 
(8)

 I was very (a) ………………..to hear the advice from the friends who were 

(b) ……………… I was not (c) …………………..to hearing it.  They told me to eat (d) ……………..and drink. They also advised me to (e) ……………. But I (f) …………………… because I always remembered my  (g)…………… which I had given to my (h)……………………

Section- B

Q1 Your school has decided to choreograph a dance drama for the school annual day.  You are the cultural secretary of the school.  Write a notice in not more than 50 words for your school notice board inviting talented students to assemble on 12th Nov. in the auditorium.  They will be selected by the famous dancer Sarala Nagpal.  Put the notice in a box. 


(5)

Q2 You are Kama/Kanita.  Your school recently held an eco-drive.  You decide to write a postcard to  your friend describing the various events.  Write the postcard in not more than 50 words.  Copy the format of the postcard from the question paper in your answer sheet. 
(5)

Q3 The recently held the Beijing Olympic was an eye-opener for more than one thing.  With Abhinav Bindra, winning the only Gold Medal for India, it became crystal clear that we can win, with or without the help of  sport  authorities.  Secondly with China winning 50 gold medals, it has proved that you can achieve anything, if you set yourself at it.  Write a letter to the editor of a national daily, expressing of your views and concerns about status of Indian sports.  As well as give concrete suggestions.  You are Raima/ Ravi, staying at 199/16A,  Rohini, New Delhi. 
 (10)

Q4 The Government of India has recently banned smoking in public places.  Earlier paan and cigarette kiosks were prohibited in the radius of educational institutions. This has been done to discourage smoking.  Write an article in 200 words about the effects of smoking on health.  

You are Surbhi/ Suraj. 


(10)

Section – C

Q1 Read the following notes on insects and complete the passage given below.  Do not add any new information.  

           Write only the correct answer against the correct blank number in your answer sheets. 
(4)

    

A typical insect has three main body sections: the (a) …………….; the thorax with six legs and wings; and (b) ………….. These (c) ……………….composed largely of a ……………… tough, horny substance called chitin.  This exoskeleton (d) ………………….. Young insects have to shed their exoskeleton or moult, several  times during their lives in order to grow to adult size. 

Q2 Given below is a paragraph on how kites came into existence. There is one blank in each line. Fill in the blanks  with one word only. Write the correct answer in your answer sheets against the correct blank number.
      (5

Kites have (a) ……….. long and illustrious history, starting perhaps as (b)……….. as 260 BC when a Chinese  general, Han Hsin used (c)……….. to overthrow (d)………… evil emperor. There (e……… many versions of  the story and one is (f)………. Han ordered his men (g) ................. build a kite and fly it (h)………… the  emperor's palace.  Using the distance (i)……………the string.
Han determined the length of tunnel  (j)………..
to bring the rebel troops inside the palace walls.

Q3 Given below is a conversation between Sahil and his friend, Tushar. Later Tushar told about it to his mother. 

Read the conversation and fill in the blanks with information from the conversation. Write the correct answer in your answer sheets against the correct blank number.


(3)

Sahil
:
Hello! Can I speak to Tushar ? I am his friend Sahil here

Tushar : 
Hello! Tushar this side. How have you fared in the Board exams? I came to know that the  

         
Results have been declared

Sahil    :
I've done quite well. Scored 90% in aggregate with 98% in Maths as well as Physics. In 

  
Chemistry, I've scored 90%.

Tushar : 
What are your plans for the future?

Sahil
: I've got through the Delhi College of Engineering entrance exam. So I'll be joining there.

Tushar : 
That's really good, congratulations. You definitely owe me a treat. See you then. Bye.

Sahil    : Bye.

Mother I called up Sahil (a)…………. and he told (b)……….. It seems he scored 98% in
Physics and Maths and 90% in Chemistry. When I (c) …………he told me that he had qualified in the Delhi College of Engineering entrance. I congratulated him on his performance.

Q4 Fill in the correct forms of verb in the paragraph given below. Write your answers in the answer sheets against  the correct blank number.



(3)

Vishnois (a)………….(be) a community who take great care of animals.  Shobha Ram (b) ………… (make)  a tank for the deer to (c) …………. (drink) water. Although he himself (d) …………. (leave) the place, the tank is still (e)…………..(use) by the animals. Similarly, another family near …… Neemla (f)…………….      …………(arrange) for fodder and water for the deer …………….. 

Q5 The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect word  and the correction in your answer sheets as given below against the correct blank number. Remember to  underline the word that you have supplied.
(5)

"

Luxor writing instruments  (a) had introduced Excel 100 (b) permanent marker. A product 

          (c) has many unique feature like (d) the dry safe ink which may  (e) write smooth and without 
(f) drying, even if a marker is  (g) leave uncapped for 24 to
(h) 36 hour. The permanent 

(i) ink was fade (j) or water resistant

Section – D

Q1 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Write the answers in your    

       answer sheet. Remember to number the answers correctly.


     (3)
     But she was a stupid creature.


Far too nervous, far too tense.


Far too prone to influence

(a) Who is being referred to as the stupid creature in these lines ? (1)

(b) How was the creature prone to influence?

       (2)

Or

May he sit still, they said.

May the sins of your previous birth

be burned away tonight, they said

May your suffering decrease the misfortunes of 

your next birth, they said.

     (a) Who are the speakers of the above lines? 
(1)


(b)
Who does 'he' refer to in the above lines?
(1)


(c) Who is suffering and why?   (1)

Q2 Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Write the answers in your


answer sheet. Remember to number the answers correctly.
(3)

The trumpet of a prophecy! 0 wind,

If winter comes, can spring be far behind?

(a) Which wind is being referred to in the above lines?
(1)

(b) Bring out the deeper meaning of the second line.
(2)

Q3 Why did the ancient mariner kill the albatross? How did it affect the ship and the other mariners?


Write your answer in 50-75 words.

(4)

Or


Why does the lady look into the mirror each day? Is she hoping for things to change?

Q4 Who was Marley? What did Marley's ghost tell Mr. Scrooge? Your answer should be in 50- 75

      
words.


(4)
Or

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Write the answers in your answer sheets in one or two lines only. Remember to number the answers correctly.       (4)

 "Cowards die many times before their deaths;


(a) Who is the speaker of the lines and to whom is he speaking?
(1)
   (b) What does Shakespeare mean when he says cowards die many times before their death? (3)

Q5 How is Mr. Scrooge affected after the visit of the three ghosts? Write your answer in 50-75 words. (4)
Or

Calpurnia, wife of Caesar is apprehensive about her husband going out. Why does she stop him ? Did her premonition come out to be true?

Q6 What was Babuli's wife's reaction when he told her about the partition in the village ? Your 

       answer should not   exceed 75 words.





        (4)

Or
      How is Ali treated by the Postmaster and the other clerks in the post office? Your answers should 
not exceed   75 words.

Q7 There are instances in the story 'Cutie Pie' which show that Cutie Pie loved his mother. Bring out these  instances from the story. Write the answer in 150-175 words.                               (8)

Or

  The grandmother in the story 'The Ultimate Safari' emerges out as a human who can handle critical situations. 

      Justify this statement with reference to the story.

*************




This paper consists of four sections;


A	Reading 			20 marks


B	Writing			30 marks


C 	Grammar			20 marks


D 	Literature 			30 marks





Insects – three parts : head with mouth parts and antennae, thorax and abdomen- encased in hard external skeleton – covers all parts of body including legs, feet, eyes, antennae and even internal breathing tubes – young insects – shed their exoskeleton/ moult to reach adult size. 








