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 There once lived a good man who had four sons. They often 

quarreled all day long. This made the father’s heart ache 

with sadness. One day, when ill in bed, the father called 

the sons to his bedside. In his right hand he held a bundle 

of sticks bound tightly together ‘‘Here my sons,’’ said he, ‘‘I 

should like to have each of you to try break the bundle of 

sticks.’’ Each son, in his turn, tried with all his might but 

the bundle of sticks was too strong for him. Then the 

father untied the bundle giving a single stick to each son. 

He asked them to break the stick he had given them. This 

each son could do. ‘‘See, my sons,’’ said the father, ‘‘a stick 

is broken very easily when it is alone, but when bound into 

a bundle, it cannot be harmed. So it always will be with 

brothers bound into a bundle, they cannot be harmed. So it 

always will be with brothers bound to one another with 

love. In union there is strength. 
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